
July 23, 2017 
The Spirituality of God’s Messenger 

Next Sunday 
9th Week of Pentecost 

 2 Cor 5:20-6:10 (The Ministry of Reconciliation) 
Lk4:14-21  (The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry/The 

Rejection at Nazareth)

Liturgy Intentions 
Sunday, July 23rd, 10:30 am 
 Sharbel Allam 
Monday, July 24th 
 +Joan Jensen 
Tuesday, July 25th 
 +Joan Jensen 
Wednesday, July 26th 
 +Joan Jensen 
Thursday, July 27th 
 Available Intention 
Friday, June 28th 
 Available Intention 
Saturday, July 29th 
 Available Intention 
Sunday, July 30th 
 Available Intention 

Adoration/Exposition every Sunday at 9:00 
am before the morning Liturgy. 

Confession every Sunday at 9:15 am before 
the morning Liturgy. 

Also join us to pray the Rosary on Sundays 
at 10:00 am before the Liturgy begins. 

Saint Sharbel Maronite Catholic Church 
Saint Sharbel, Pray for Us! 

Your Gifts To God
Offering Report for July 9th - July 16th

Online………………………$604.00
Collection………………….$985.00

Weekly Total……….$1,589.00

YTD Total…..………….…….…$49,880.00
YTD Goal………………………$53,534.00

YTD Difference………….…..-$3,654.00

Altar Sponsorship
Sunday, July 23rd

Available
Sunday, July 30th  
Redmond Family

1804 SE 16th Ave., Portland, OR 97214
503.231.3853 

stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
www.stsharbel.org

mailto:stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
http://www.stsharbel.org
mailto:stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
http://www.stsharbel.org


Parish Events

2017 LEBANESE FOOD FESTIVAL


THANK YOU 
To everyone for your 
collective efforts in 

making the 2017 Food 
Festival a success. 

Abouna is tabulating 
the final figures and 

will announce at Mass 
this Sunday. We could 

not have made it 
happen without the 
combined efforts of 
everyone involved!  

**If you have pictures from the event you 
can send them to Kristina at the parish 

email stsharbelpdx@gmail.com** 

Community Events



REFELECTION

EIGHTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST SEASON 

  Mt 12:14-21  

Jesus is becoming a figure of controversy.   We saw yesterday how he was accused by 
Pharisees of condoning the breaking of the sabbath on the part of his disciples.  Far from 
apologizing, Jesus defended his followers and implied that he himself was greater than 
the Law.   Immediately afterwards he went to a synagogue and, in spite of a challenge 
about healing on the sabbath, went ahead and cured a physically handicapped man.
At the end of this story, Matthew says, “The Pharisees went out and began to plot against 
him, discussing how to destroy him.”   He was seen as a severe threat to their authority.  
And that is where our reading begins today.

Jesus was fully aware of their plotting and so he disappeared from sight for a while.  We 
should be clear that Jesus did not go out of his way to confront and attack people.  Still 
less was his behavior deliberately designed to create trouble for himself. There are people 
like that; they go out of their way to make trouble for others and for themselves.  Jesus 
never behaved in such a way.  He did not want to attack or be attacked by certain people.  
He did not deliberately engineer his own sufferings and death; quite the contrary.   So 
now, as things get hot for him, he withdraws for a while.

At this point, Matthew, who, we remember is writing for a Jewish readership, shows how 
Jesus’ behavior corresponds to a prophecy in the Old Testament.   This is something he 
does a number of times.

The passage is from the prophet Isaiah (42:1-4) and it shows Jesus as full of the Spirit of 
God campaigning for justice for peoples everywhere.   He is the servant whom God has 
chosen, “my beloved in whom I delight”.  He is no demagogue shouting from a soapbox. 
“He will not contend or cry out, nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets.”  He moves 
around quietly and, at the same time, is tolerant and understanding of the weak.   His 
behavior is described beautifully as, “The bruised reed he will not crush; the smoldering 
wick he will not quench.”

We, too, are called to live and proclaim the Gospel without compromise but to do so 
without  any  taint  of  arrogance or  bullying and,  at  the  same time,  with  patience  and 
understanding for those who are not yet ready to answer Jesus’ call.



JIHANE FARAH, BROKER                                              
Cell: 971-212-9051                                                                   

Office: 503-517-9988 x104                                                  
Jihane@resrealtorspdx.com                                                   

9400 SW Beaverton Hillsdale Hwy Ste 130  Portland, OR 97005

  
 Diamond Wholesaler…. 

  
  

Northwest Diamonds & Jewelry 
  

  
 

Wady Kaldawi
(503) 222-5571
(503) 222-1344 FAX

534 SW 3rd # 216
Portland, OR 97204

wady@northwestdiamond.com

  
   

  

  
          
  

Sales - Service 
Maintenance 
Supplies

Gus & Eva Bekahi

12227 SE Stark St 
Portland, OR 97233 
 

Printers, Fax Machines, Copiers, Typewriters

(503) 255-1617 
FAX (503) 255-1626

   
Want to Advertise Your Business? 

  

 Contact Nisreen Mouammar to set up  
your advertisement today!  

  

nisreen122@yahoo.com

Karam Lebanese Deli & Catering 
30 Years in Business 
2800 SW Cedar Hills  

Beaverton, OR 97005  
Deli: (503)626-5272 
www.karamldc.com 

Home Made French & Lebanese Pastry 

mailto:nisreen122@yahoo.com
mailto:nisreen122@yahoo.com

