
February 18, 2018
Cleansing of the Leper 

Next Sunday 
Healing of the Hemorrhaging Woman 
 2 Cor 7:4-11 (Call to Holiness/Paul’s Joy in 

Macedonia) 
Lk 8:40-56 (Jairus’s Daughter and the Women with a 

Hemmorrhage)

Liturgy Intentions
Sunday, February 18th, 10:30 am 
 +Lutfieh Alsahwi 
Monday, February, 19th 
 Sister Eddie 
Tuesday, February 20th 
 Amanda Dennis & Jadon Kalp 
Wednesday, February 21st 
 Amanda Marie Dennis 
Thursday, February 22nd 
 +Purgatory Souls 
Friday, February 23rd 
 Briggs Family 
Saturday, February 24th 
 Victims of Shootings in Florida 
Sunday, February 25th 
 Victims of Shootings in Florida 

Adoration/Exposition every Sunday at 9:30 
am before the morning Liturgy. 

Confession every Sunday at 9:45 am before 
the morning Liturgy. 

Also join us to pray the Rosary on Sundays 
at 10:00 am before the Liturgy begins. 

Saint Sharbel Maronite Catholic Church 
Saint Sharbel, Pray for Us! 

Your Gifts To God
Offering Report for February 4th - 10th

Online………………………$1,060.00
Collection………………….$761.00

Weekly Total……….$1,821.00

YTD Total…..………….…….…$9,412.43
YTD Goal………………………$11,076.00

YTD Difference………….…..-$1,663.57

Altar Sponsorship
 Sunday, February 18th

Available
Sunday, February 25th  

Available

1804 SE 16th Ave., Portland, OR 97214
503.231.3853 

stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
www.stsharbel.org

mailto:stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
http://www.stsharbel.org
mailto:stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
http://www.stsharbel.org


Events

Parish 
Council

+Bruce Ashford 
(Treasurer)

Charlie Ashou

Gus Bekahi

Nick El Hajj

Agopos 
Ghossein

Adib Karam

+Claude Karam

Anne Marentette
(Secretary)

Doug Raab

+Thaddeus 
Rask

Nadia Redmond

Mitch Siekmann

Laif Waldron

Ex Officio
+Deacon Tony

+Deacon Wadih

+Finance 
Committee

The National Apostle of Maronites is having 
their annual Vocations Awareness Poster 
Essay Multimedia Contest for students 

K-12th Grade.  

More details and rules are attached to the 
parish email in a brochure for those who 

would like to enter.

President of U.S. Bishops Conference Encourages Catholics to Join Pope Francis 
in a Day of Prayer and Fasting for Peace in the Congo, South Sudan, and the 
World on Feb. 23 

WASHINGTON—The President of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-

Houston, is encouraging Catholics across the nation to join with Pope Francis on Friday, February 23, for a special Day 

of Prayer and Fasting for Peace. The day of prayer and fasting will focus on continued conflicts in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, South Sudan and other areas of the world. 

Reflecting on the suffering caused by violent conflict, Pope Francis said, “Our heavenly Father always listens to His 

children who cry to Him in sorrow and anguish, who ‘heals the broken- hearted and binds up their wounds’ (Psalm 

147:3). I make a heartfelt appeal so that we also listen to this cry and, each one of us in his/her own conscience before 

God, ask ourselves, ‘What can I do for peace?’”  

To learn more about the special Day of Prayer and Fasting for Peace and for additional resources on how Catholics can 

respond, please visit: http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life- and-dignity/war-and-peace/day-of-prayer-and-

fasting-for-peace.cfm. 

CALLING BUSINESS OWNERS! 
We are looking for Businesses who would like 
to advertise in our church bulletin. If you are 

interested please contact Nisreen Mouammar 
for more information and to set up your ad! 

nisreen.mouammar@gmail.com

Lenten Schedule
Stations of the Cross in English and Arabic — Fridays during Lent, 7:00pm 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament — Sundays during Lent, 9:00am
Holy Week Schedule available at stsharbel.org

mailto:nisreen.mouammar@gmail.com
http://stsharbel.org
mailto:nisreen.mouammar@gmail.com
http://stsharbel.org


Reflection
Cleansing of the Leper

Mk 1:35-45
  
Osyo Tobo –  the Good Physician is one of the most common phrases and images used by the Syriac Church Fathers to 
describe our Lord Jesus Christ. St. Ephrem, St. Jacob of Sarug, and St. Aphrahat use it perhaps more than anyone else. 
And in listening today’s Gospel of the cleansing of the leper it is no surprise such an image is used, which summarizes 
our Lord’s aspirations for humanity in His salvific Incarnation. 

In today’s Gospel we see the voluntary mission of the loving and merciful Christ, our God, is one of healing the broken 
state of man. In each of the Gospel readings during the Sundays of Lent Christ miraculously heals someone – whether 
they be leprous, blind, hemorrhaging, deaf, and so on. All these small, separate episodes indicate and point to His greater 
overall mission as the Good Physician come to heal us of all our infirmities of sin which we incurred through the debt of 
Adam and our own injuries of sin. This image so aptly conveys not only the mission of Christ, but also prefigures the life-
saving mysteries He undertakes for us during Holy Week and Easter Sunday for which we use Lent to prepare, namely 
His life-saving institution of the Eucharist, passion, harrowing of the dead from Sheol and resurrection. This image of the 
Good Physician is a lens through which our Lenten journey can be seen – Lent is our spiritual recovery room. 

But what is it that caused Christ to descend from heaven, become man and heal us? After all, if He is God, He has no 
need of anything here – He has created everything. In fact, by becoming man and lowering Himself, He puts Himself at 
risk – we hear in today’s Gospel that Christ asks the leper not to repeat what He did for him. We later see in the Gospel 
that whenever He heals the sick His enemies question Him, reject Him as God, say He is a blasphemer, and ultimately 
will be the same people who torture and kill Him. But Christ knew this before He became incarnate of the Virgin Mary 
and chose, nonetheless, to become man because He so greatly loves humanity and love for us is only motivation. God has 
no need of us, He is not magnified by our praise nor does He become stronger because of our sacrifice. However, 
motivated by His own sacrificial love He came down from heaven to be near His creation and take away from it the death 
man incurred upon himself through sin – and the cure for the death of man was the death of Christ. Knowing this price, 
the Immortal Christ wanted to cure us of our infirmity and died for us. 

In the end, the Good Physician cut out the abscess of death and in its place gave us the opportunity for life eternal if we 
follow Him in what He asks. Another common phrase in Syriac theology is what St. Ignatius of Antioch, our second 
patriarch of Antioch, calls samo dhaye, or the Medicine of Life. The love of God for His people was so great that He did 
not only want to simply remove the injury which Adam inflicted upon himself in the Garden – Christ granted Adam the 
fruit he initially sought! The Medicine of Life is the Eucharist Christ has made available for ourselves from His own 
suffering. What other physician would not only work for free, but then give his own flesh and blood to his patients for 
their own survival? The Eucharist, which is truly Christ’s flesh and blood, is exactly that – the Good Physician’s 
prescription for eternal life and the remission of sin.  

Christ the Good Physician’s care is freely given, but He asks that we give one thing in return, which we gladly accept by 
taking the name “Christian.” This one thing He asks is the golden rule: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and Love your neighbor as yourself.” In fact, it was the very rejection of this 
principle inscribed upon our hearts in creation that caused the illnesses of sin and death – Adam came to love himself 
more than God and other. Having received the Medicine of Life, Lent is our recovery room in which we strive to fulfill 
what the Good Physician has asked – the fulfillment of this golden rule. All the fasting and preparation of Lent is aimed 
and oriented towards preparing us that we, having been healed, may now turn and love one another and God.  

— Article Credit: St Rafqa Parish



JIHANE FARAH, BROKER                                              
Cell: 971-212-9051                                                                   

Office: 503-517-9988 x104                                                  
Jihane@resrealtorspdx.com                                                   

9400 SW Beaverton Hillsdale Hwy Ste 130  Portland, OR 97005

  
 Diamond Wholesaler…. 

  
  

Northwest Diamonds & Jewelry 
  

  
 

Wady Kaldawi
(503) 222-5571
(503) 222-1344 FAX

534 SW 3rd # 216
Portland, OR 97204

wady@northwestdiamond.com

  
   

  

  
          
  

Sales - Service 
Maintenance 
Supplies

Gus & Eva Bekahi

12227 SE Stark St 
Portland, OR 97233 
 

Printers, Fax Machines, Copiers, Typewriters

(503) 255-1617 
FAX (503) 255-1626

   
Want to Advertise Your Business? 

  

 Contact Nisreen Mouammar to set up  
your advertisement today!  

  

nisreen.mouammar@gmail.com

Gibran N Zogbi
Agent
2925 SE 73rd Avenue
Hillsboro, OR, 97213
Bus 503-649-9514 Fax 503-649-1612
gibran.zogbi.qdmq@statefarm.com

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Karam Lebanese Deli & Catering 
30 Years in Business 
2800 SW Cedar Hills  

Beaverton, OR 97005  
Deli: (503)626-5272 
www.karamldc.com 

Home Made French & Lebanese Pastry 


