
March 11, 2018
Healing of the Paralytic 

Next Sunday 
Healing of the Blind Man 

 2 Cor 10:1-7 (Accusation of Weakness) 
Mk 10:46-52 (The Blind Bartimaeus)

Liturgy Intentions
Sunday, March 11th, 10:30 am 
 Merle Myers 
Monday, March 12th 
 Available 
Tuesday, March 13th 
 Available 
Wednesday, March 14th 
 Available 
Thursday, March 15th 
 Available 
Friday, March 16th 
 Available 
Saturday, March 17th 
 Available 
Sunday, March 18th 
 Available 

Adoration/Exposition every Sunday at 9:30 
am before the morning Liturgy. 

Confession every Sunday at 9:45 am before 
the morning Liturgy. 

Also join us to pray the Rosary on Sundays 
at 10:00 am before the Liturgy begins. 

Saint Sharbel Maronite Catholic Church 
Saint Sharbel, Pray for Us! 

Your Gifts To God
Offering Report for February 25th - March 3rd

Online………………………$1,020.00
Collection………………….$1,623.00

Weekly Total……….$2,643.00

YTD Total…..………….…….…$14,718.43
YTD Goal………………………$16,614.00

YTD Difference………….…..-$1,895.57

Altar Sponsorship
 Sunday, March 11th

Available
Sunday, March 18th  

Available

1804 SE 16th Ave., Portland, OR 97214
503.231.3853 

stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
www.stsharbel.org

mailto:stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
http://www.stsharbel.org
mailto:stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
http://www.stsharbel.org


Events

Parish 
Council

+Bruce 
Ashford 

(Treasurer)

Charlie Ashou

Gus Bekahi

Nick El Hajj

Agopos 
Ghossein

Adib Karam

+Claude 
Karam

Anne 
Marentette
(Secretary)

Doug Raab

+Thaddeus 
Rask

Nadia Redmond

Mitch Siekmann

Laif Waldron

Ex Officio
+Deacon Tony

+Deacon Wadih

Lenten Schedule
Stations of the Cross in English and Arabic — Fridays during Lent, 7:00pm 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament — Sundays during Lent, 9:00am
Holy Week Schedule available at stsharbel.org

http://stsharbel.org
http://stsharbel.org


NAM’S SPRING RAFFLE 
It’s that time again for NAM’s annual 
Spring Raffle — See attached flyer.  

Contact Nadia Redmond at email: 
n.redmond@comcast.net or call: 

503-671-0440 if you are interested in 
purchasing a ticket for yourself or as a 
group. We are only given 2 tickets to 
sell out of 420 tickets that are sent to 
all the Maronite Parishes. Deadline is 

March 25th. 

Young Catholic Professionals 
Come celebrate the launch of Young Catholic Professionals Portland - the 18th chapter nationally. YCP 
brings young professionals together to share in their witness to Christ through their work. YCP is one of 
the fastest growing Catholic organizations in the United States, spanning 11 states now! 


WHO: You (and every young adult 21-39 y/o)

WHAT: The YCP PDX kickoff event

WHEN: Tuesday, March 20, 2018, 7 - 9 pm

WHERE: The Madeleine Parish, 3123 NE 24th Ave, Portland, OR 97212


WHY COME

+ Meet other young professionals in their 20s and 30s

+ Enjoy complimentary beer/wine and appetizers

+ Learn what YCP will do for Portland and how you can get involved

+ Meet our guests, Most Reverend Archbishop Alexander K. Sample & Jennifer Baugh


Living Christ’s example of Love, 
Humility and Service:

Our Youth met and connected with over 20 
elderly yesterday at Maryville Nursing 

Home. There was much laughter, joking, 
singing, piano playing and visiting. The 

residents were so appreciative of the visit 
and the children benefited so much.

Thank you to all who organized and 
participated!

mailto:n.redmond@comcast.net
mailto:n.redmond@comcast.net


Reflection
Healing of the Paralytic

Mk 2:1-12

 Once again this week we reflect upon Christ’s love for humanity in His capacity as the Divine Physician looking 
to the Gospel passage of His healing of the paralytic. This healing, as the weeks past in this Lent, elucidate Christ’s 
coming to the world to heal mankind of our illnesses – physical, but even more the spiritual, which we cannot heal by 
any medical knowledge. In faith they ask for the paralytic to be made whole, and our Lord restores him both in body and 
soul as He is our good and merciful God. 
 Moved by compassion for those made in His image, Christ seeks to forgive us at the first sign of remorse. But 
there have always been those blind to the mercy of God. The teachers of the Law, those well studied in the Scriptures, 
immediately accuse Him of blasphemy for forgiving sins. But had they truly read the Scriptures praying to understand 
God’s message, instead of using it to their own advantage, they would have seen that Jesus Christ is the Messiah 
foretold in all of the Jewish Scriptures (2 Cor. 3:14). If they truly knew the Scriptures past the memorization of words 
they would have known at the moment Jesus forgave the man’s sins the endless times He spoke through the prophets, 
such as when He said through Ezekiel, “For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. 
Repent and live!” (Ez. 18:32) or through King David, “he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to 
our iniquities as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.” (Ps. 103:10, 12). To 
make His love for humanity and divine power even clearer Christ heals the man’s paralysis, after which they all praise 
Him if but for a moment. This is not the first time that those well versed in the Law, such as the scribes, priests or 
Pharisees, cannot see Who the Law is about or Who wrote the Law because they lack faith and refuse to ask God for an 
increase of it. 
 Yet how easily is their opinion swayed when they receive the sign they wanted with a miraculous healing? It is 
the same fickleness that made them the people who in the week of the Passion of our Lord shouted “Hosanna” on 
Sunday and “Crucify Him!” on Friday. Knowing all this in advance, Jesus our God still accepted to become man in His 
love for us. He chose, in His compassion, to make us whole that we might choose life with Him. As a beautiful hymn in 
the Maronite Holy Week prayer book says, “By His hand, He healed a withered hand and it was straightened out which 
would strike Him upon the cheek. He opened a mouth for His glory and the mouth spat in His face.” This hymn is 
referring to the man with a withered hand (Mark 3:1-6) and the mute (Mark 7:31-37) whom Christ heals in His love for 
humanity, despite knowing it is His fellow Jews that will turn against Him and crucify Him. But even if they shall only 
be made whole to use their divine gifts against Him Christ gives them the chance. 
 We should be indignant at the idea of accepting the Lord’s generosity only to later use it against Him. But how 
often do we act similarly? Those healed by Christ and those who witnessed it might have been genuinely praising Christ 
in the moment they received something, but when they were asked to make an act of faith and say the sickly Jesus, 
captured and beaten was God they trusted their senses rather than in the faith of God. Perhaps we are not condemning 
people to death, but each sin is a rejection of God. He has gifted us with 24hrs. in a day, do we say we are too busy to 
pray? He has gifted us with our comforts, do we refuse the poor a meal or the Church financial support? He has gifted us 
with our very existence, do we discourage others’? As humans, we are bound to fail in these regards – that is why we 
need Christ. An acknowledgment of these failures is not to just feel guilty because such guilt is useless. Instead, it 
should compel us to turn to Christ, our Divine Physician, and ask Him to forgive us our failures, resolving to amend our 
ways. We do not have the veil over our hearts like those who accused Christ of blasphemy for we know that He is truly 
God and can take away our sins. Nonetheless, we do fail – and perhaps often – which is why Christ has made available 
to us healing from our wounds of sin. This Lenten time of penance is one of them. Let us not despair in our sins but 
rejoice in the generosity of Jesus Christ’s certainty of healing. 

— Article Credit: St Rafka Parish



  
 Diamond Wholesaler…. 

  
  

Northwest Diamonds & Jewelry 
  

  
 

Wady Kaldawi
(503) 222-5571
(503) 222-1344 FAX

534 SW 3rd # 216
Portland, OR 97204

wady@northwestdiamond.com

  
   

  

  
          
  

Sales - Service 
Maintenance 
Supplies

Gus & Eva Bekahi

12227 SE Stark St 
Portland, OR 97233 
 

Printers, Fax Machines, Copiers, Typewriters

(503) 255-1617 
FAX (503) 255-1626

   
Want to Advertise Your Business? 

  

 Contact Nisreen Mouammar to set up  
your advertisement today!  

  

nisreen.mouammar@gmail.com

Gibran N Zogbi
Agent

2925 SE 73rd Avenue
Hillsboro, OR, 97213
Bus 503-649-9514 Fax 503-649-1612
gibran.zogbi.qdmq@statefarm.com

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Karam Lebanese Deli & Catering 
30 Years in Business 
2800 SW Cedar Hills  

  Beaverton, OR 97005  
  Deli: (503)626-5272 

www.karamldc.com 
Home Made French & Lebanese Pastry 


