
March 18, 2018
Healing of the Blind Man 

Next Sunday 
Hosanna Sunday 

 Phil 1:1-13 (Greeting / Thanksgiving) 
Jn 12:12-22 (The Entry into Jerusalem / The Coming of 

Jesus’ Hour)

Liturgy Intentions
Sunday, March 18th, 10:30 am 
 Jen Watson 
Monday, March 19th 
 Available 
Tuesday, March 20th 
 Available 
Wednesday, March 21st 
 Available 
Thursday, March 22nd 
 Available 
Friday, March 23rd 
 Available 
Saturday, March 24th 
 Available 
Sunday, March 25th 
 +Tom Selliken 

Adoration/Exposition every Sunday at 9:30 
am before the morning Liturgy. 

Confession every Sunday at 9:45 am before 
the morning Liturgy. 

Also join us to pray the Rosary on Sundays 
at 10:00 am before the Liturgy begins. 

Saint Sharbel Maronite Catholic Church 
Saint Sharbel, Pray for Us! 

Your Gifts To God
Offering Report for March 4th - 10th

Online………………………$1,095.00
Collection………………….$953.00

Weekly Total……….$2,048.00

YTD Total…..………….…….…$16,766.43
YTD Goal………………………$18,460.00

YTD Difference………….…..-$1,693.57

Altar Sponsorship
 Sunday, March 18th

Available
Sunday, March 25th  

Available

1804 SE 16th Ave., Portland, OR 97214
503.231.3853 

stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
www.stsharbel.org

mailto:stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
http://www.stsharbel.org
mailto:stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
http://www.stsharbel.org


Events

Parish 
Council

+Bruce 
Ashford 

(Treasurer)

Charlie Ashou

Gus Bekahi

Nick El Hajj

Agopos 
Ghossein

Adib Karam

+Claude 
Karam

Anne 
Marentette
(Secretary)

Doug Raab

+Thaddeus 
Rask

Nadia Redmond

Mitch Siekmann

Laif Waldron

Ex Officio
+Deacon Tony

+Deacon Wadih

Lenten Schedule
Stations of the Cross in English and Arabic — Fridays during Lent, 7:00pm 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament — Sundays during Lent, 9:00am
Holy Week Schedule available at stsharbel.org

http://stsharbel.org
http://stsharbel.org


NAM’S SPRING RAFFLE 
It’s that time again for NAM’s annual 
Spring Raffle — See attached flyer.  

Contact Nadia Redmond at email: 
n.redmond@comcast.net or call: 

503-671-0440 if you are interested in 
purchasing a ticket for yourself or as a 
group. We are only given 2 tickets to 
sell out of 420 tickets that are sent to 
all the Maronite Parishes. Deadline is 

March 25th. 

Young Catholic Professionals 
Come celebrate the launch of Young Catholic Professionals Portland - the 18th chapter nationally. YCP 
brings young professionals together to share in their witness to Christ through their work. YCP is one of 
the fastest growing Catholic organizations in the United States, spanning 11 states now! 


WHO: You (and every young adult 21-39 y/o)

WHAT: The YCP PDX kickoff event

WHEN: Tuesday, March 20, 2018, 7 - 9 pm

WHERE: The Madeleine Parish, 3123 NE 24th Ave, Portland, OR 97212


WHY COME

+ Meet other young professionals in their 20s and 30s

+ Enjoy complimentary beer/wine and appetizers

+ Learn what YCP will do for Portland and how you can get involved

+ Meet our guests, Most Reverend Archbishop Alexander K. Sample & Jennifer Baugh

Find More Info on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/events/552987881731638/ 

“Be Not Afraid”

The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women 
(ACCW) invites you to their Biennial 
Convention on April 21, 2018 at The 

Sanctuary of Our Sorrowful Mother (The 
Grotto), Portland, Oregon. The cost for the 

day is $40, which includes lunch. The theme 
of the event is “Be Not Afraid.”  After a brief 
business meeting there will be a panel “You 
are not Alone.” Archbishop Alexander K. 

Sample will preside at a noon Mass followed 
by lunch and Woman of Achievement. The 

afternoon panels are “Walking in Hope” and 
“Journeys to Ministry”. 

For more information call Sue Anker 
503-252-2574 or Barb Francescon 

971-386-2144

https://www.facebook.com/events/552987881731638/
https://www.facebook.com/events/552987881731638/
mailto:n.redmond@comcast.net
mailto:n.redmond@comcast.net


Campaign Planning Study – Bishop A. Elias Zaidan Wants Your Feedback!

Currently we are conducting a comprehensive survey of the entire diocese. Before we 
make any final decisions regarding the long-range plan for Eparchy of Our Lady of 
Lebanon of Los Angeles, Bishop A. Elias Zaidan would like to hear from you.

You will all be asked to share your thoughts regarding our needs and the possibility of 
conducting a major fundraising effort in our Eparchy. Your feedback will enable us to 
determine potential support for the master plan projects. If we, as a faith community, 
choose to move forward, the planning study will also provide us with information to 
identify prospective campaign leaders and to establish a realistic campaign goal.

Parishioners will have access to a fact sheet which details all of our proposed needs and 
will be asked to respond in a variety of ways. Some parishioners will be personally 
interviewed, while others will have the option to mail in a survey or go online to answer 
questions. 

The fact sheet and online survey can be accessed by going to steiergroup.com/survey., 
clicking on Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles and entering the password: 
Lebanon. The survey closes April 18, 2018. If you have received an invitation to 
participate in an interview with our representative from the Steier Group you do not need 
to complete a mail or online survey. 

The Steier Group, our development firm, will compile results from the study and present it 
to the Eparchy leadership team. At that time, we will make an informed decision 
regarding the implementation of our master plan and a capital campaign to fund those 
initiatives.

This process is extremely important. Each and every family is encouraged to participate. 
Your input is valuable as we plan for the future of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of 
Los Angeles.  

http://www.steiergroup.com/survey
http://www.steiergroup.com/survey


Reflection
Healing of the Blind Man

Mk 10:46-52

 Bartimaeus the blind man gives testimony to the immeasurable generosity and love for mankind of the Good 
Physician, Jesus Christ. Our Lord Himself said to those who listened to Him, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and 
to the one who knocks, the door will be opened” (Matt. 7:7-8). God’s generosity towards us cannot be overstated for, as 
we know, the Immortal and Untouchable became mortal and vulnerable to heal us and forgive our sins ultimately even 
dying so that we may live. Though God’s generosity is so abundant, we must also ask for His help for He has given us 
free will in His love because love cannot be received involuntarily. So let us look to Bartimaeus as an example of 
someone who knows how to call upon the Lord and ask Him for His assistance. 
 Our Lord Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a physician, but the sick” (Mark 2:17). One who is healthy 
would not consult a physician because they would see no need. But Bartimaeus calls upon Christ because he knows that 
he is blind and that he is limited by his blindness. It would be an absurd image if Bartimaeus insisted he was not blind 
and tried to live his daily life as not impeded, stumbling around town and struggling through daily tasks. The first 
guidance the story of Bartimaeus gives to the Christian through his life is that we must acknowledge our sickness. 
Everyone is alive is spiritually sick in some sense, and so all must seek the Physician of the Soul – Jesus Christ. 
However, many are spiritually blind and think they are healthy and without need of the Physician. It is just as absurd as 
a blind man claiming to have sight if one thinks about how often we might fail throughout our daily lives. That is why 
the first step we must take to becoming spiritually better is acknowledge that we do indeed have something wrong, even 
if we are not quite sure what it is. 
 Bartimaeus could have despaired in his blindness but instead he chose to have hope that Jesus Christ was a wise 
enough physician to heal him so he calls out loudly to Christ. It is not enough to recognize that one is sick – but that 
person goes to a physician whom they trust to cure them. Bartimaeus confidently chooses the Physician Who can heal 
all illnesses. Even when others might have laughed at him or told him to keep quiet, perhaps because he or his illnesses 
was not important enough in their minds, he persisted. Because of his faith, Christ called him to himself. If we have true 
faith in Christ to heal us we must call Him with confidence. Though others may laugh or tell us to keep quiet, and He 
might not respond the first time, we must persist in knowing only Christ can heal all infirmities.  
 One must pay a physician appropriately for their work, but how does one pay the One Who needs nothing? You 
cannot. But Bartimaeus, knowing this, gives Christ the only thing he can – his faith in calling out, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” Bartimaeus has nothing he can give Jesus other than his abandonment in sincere faith. Jesus, in 
turn, heals him for this very reason. The acts we perform, the alms we pay, the fasting we make during Lent are all 
pleasing to God – in fact, He asks that we do all this – but He does not need them, nothing we can give God can make 
Him greater or wealthier. Recognizing this, Bartimaeus calls to Him in love and faith, though it adds nothing to Jesus. 
Bartimaeus gives us, then, a great pattern for prayer. In fact this is why the Eastern Christians have adopted a custom for 
many centuries of repeating to oneself throughout the day a slightly modified version of Bartimaeus’s prayer, “Jesus 
Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner!” Though we could not offer God anything to make Him richer, He 
responds in generosity to our love and faith in Him. Once we have recognized we have made ourselves ill by the 
wounds of sin we can call upon God for His assistance. Without fail the Physician will always outdo our love in 
responding to our call. 

— Article Credit: St Rafka Parish



  
 Diamond Wholesaler…. 

  
  

Northwest Diamonds & Jewelry 
  

  
 

Wady Kaldawi
(503) 222-5571
(503) 222-1344 FAX

534 SW 3rd # 216
Portland, OR 97204

wady@northwestdiamond.com

  
   

  

  
          
  

Sales - Service 
Maintenance 
Supplies

Gus & Eva Bekahi

12227 SE Stark St 
Portland, OR 97233 
 

Printers, Fax Machines, Copiers, Typewriters

(503) 255-1617 
FAX (503) 255-1626

   
Want to Advertise Your Business? 

  

 Contact Nisreen Mouammar to set up  
your advertisement today!  

  

nisreen.mouammar@gmail.com

Gibran N Zogbi
Agent

2925 SE 73rd Avenue
Hillsboro, OR, 97213
Bus 503-649-9514 Fax 503-649-1612
gibran.zogbi.qdmq@statefarm.com

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Karam Lebanese Deli & Catering 
30 Years in Business 
2800 SW Cedar Hills  

  Beaverton, OR 97005  
  Deli: (503)626-5272 

www.karamldc.com 
Home Made French & Lebanese Pastry 


