
January 30, 2022
Fourth Sunday of Epiphany

Next Sunday
Commemoration of the Priests

1 Tm 4:6-16 (Counsel to Timothy) 

Lk 12:42-48 (Vigilant and Faithful Servants) 

Liturgy Intentions
Sunday, January 30th, 11:00am  

 Available              
Monday, January 31st 

Available 
Tuesday, February 1st 

Available 
Wednesday, February 2nd 

Available 
Thursday, February 3rd 

Available 
Friday, February 4th 

Available 
Saturday, February 5th  

Available 
Sunday, February 6th 

Available 

Adoration/Exposition every Sunday at 10:00 
am before the morning Liturgy. 

Confession every Sunday 10:35-10:50am 
before the morning Liturgy. 

Also join us to pray the Rosary on Sundays 
at 10:30 am before the Liturgy begins. 

Saint Sharbel Maronite Catholic Church 
Saint Sharbel, Pray for Us! 

Your Gifts To God
Offering Report for January 16th - 22nd

Online………………………$405.00
Collection………………….$115.00

Weekly Total……….$520.00

YTD Total…..………….…….…$6,401.00
YTD Goal………………………$6,924.00

YTD Difference………….…..-$523.00

1804 SE 16th Ave., Portland, OR 97214
503.231.3853 

stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
www.stsharbel.org

Altar Sponsorship
Sunday, January 30th

Available
Sunday, February 6th  

Available

mailto:stsharbelpdx@gmail.com
http://www.stsharbel.org


Parish /Community Events

Parish Council

Bruce Ashford
Charlie Ashou
Gus Bekahi
Nick El Hajj

Agopos Ghossein
Adib Karam

+Claude Karam
Anne Marentette

(Secretary)
+Doug Raab

+Thaddeus Rask
Nadia Redmond
Mitch Siekmann

Ex Officio
+Deacon Tony

+Finance 
Committee

With Gratitude to Almighty God 
and to our Blessed Mother, Mary,

The Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles announces
and the Kaldawi family invites you to the

Ordination to the Priesthood of Jesus Christ
of Deacon Wadih Z. Kaldawi

Through the invocation of the Holy Spirit 
and the Imposition of hands by 

His Excellency Bishop A. Elias Zaidan, D.D., M.L.M.
On Saturday, January 29, 2022 at eleven o’clock in the morning

At St. John Maron Maronite Catholic Church
300 Flower St. Orange, California

A lunch reception will immediately follow 
in the Church banquet hall.

Father Wadih will celebrate his first Divine Liturgy at 
St. John Maron on Sunday January 30, 2022 at 

twelve fifteen o’clock in the afternoon.
A lunch will be served after the Divine Liturgy in the church hall.

Please respond by January 10, 2022 to Mona Kaldawi 
(503) 313-6403 or email Monzak21@Hotmail.com

Prayers and Blessings to the Kaldawi 

family as they celebrate the Ordination 

of Deacon Wadih this weekend!

You are invited to watch and celebrate 
using the Facebook or Youtube live links 

below!

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnmaron 

https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnMaronChurch 

https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnMaronChurch 

Reminder: Bishop Steiner will be celebrating mass at 
the parish this weekend!

Parish Council/Finance Committee Meeting  
FEBRUARY 6th, 2022 — Directly After Mass 

All are welcome to attend as observers

CONGRATULATIONS 
DEACON WADIH!

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnmaron
https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnMaronChurch
https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnMaronChurch


The MYA is a group of men and women ages 
18-40 (ish) which meets once a month for 
fellowship, prayer, and social activities. If 

interested, please contact Claude Karam at 
claude@trazzafoods.com

Next Meeting Date TBA

St. Sharbel Sunday School Program (Ages 6-12):       
Our catechism program will continue to meet in person following the Divine Liturgy in the upstairs 

classroom. Our air filter will remain on and masks will be required.  Our meeting dates so far will be 
January 23 and February 6 & 20 (subject to change).  

For more information, contact Nadia Redmond at n.redmond@comcast.net.

We will be meeting in person, God willing. Meetings will immediately follow mass, in the downstairs 
basement.  All participants will be required to mask and social distance.

2022 Meetings (Subject to Change)

January 23
February 6

February 20
Meeting dates are posted here and sent out in email.  

For more information, contact Gennifer Karam: jmjkaram3@gmail.com  

The Cedars of Saint Sharbel is a 
youth group for ages 13-18 which 
meets twice a month after the Holy 
Mysteries on Sunday. 

CEDARS OF SAINT SHARBEL

mailto:jmjkaram3@gmail.com
mailto:claude@trazzafoods.com
mailto:n.redmond@comcast.net


Today in the Gospel we learn of the encounter and conversation of Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well. I invite you to think 
about the thirst of Jesus and the thirst of the woman in the Gospel, representing also our thirst, the thirst of our souls. First, let’s think 
about Jesus being thirsty. On the surface, Jesus was naturally thirsty. He had been on a long journey on foot and He sat down beside 
Jacob’s well in the midday heat. Jesus asks the woman for a drink of water. It was quite unusual for a Jewish man to speak to a 
Samaritan and a woman. But our Lord does so with a deeper motive. He is thirsty for water, yes, but He is also thirsty for the salvation 
of the Samaritan woman. St. Augustine wrote: Although Jesus asked for a drink, His real thirst was for this woman’s faith. 

We see this thirst of Jesus again when He is hanging on the cross. Some of His last words at the crucifixion were: I thirst. Yes, Jesus was 
physically thirsty, but these words have deeper meaning. He is thirsty for our salvation, thirsty for our faith and our love. St. Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta often meditated on these words of Jesus from the cross. She recognized their deeper meaning. Mother Teresa 
founded the Missionaries of Charity. In every convent of the sisters throughout the world, the words “I thirst” are displayed beneath an 
arm of the crucifix. 

Mother Teresa wanted the sisters to meditate on these words, to realize that Jesus is thirsting for our love, our affection, our intimate 
attachment to Him, and our sharing of His passion. God is thirsting for us to come forward to satiate His thirst by giving Him our love 
and by spreading the love of His heart. God is thirsty for souls. Jesus was thirsty for the soul of the Samaritan woman and brought her 
to faith. She, in the end, went forth to bring the Good News to her people. 
 
When we look at the crucifix, it is good to remember Jesus’ words: I thirst. God thirsts for us. He thirsts for you and for me. What 
specifically is Jesus thirsting for in us? He longs for our love, our attention, our devotion, the total entrusting of our lives to Him. 
Reflecting on Jesus’ words from the cross, Mother Teresa said: “At this most difficult time He proclaimed, ‘I thirst.’ And people thought 
He was thirsty in an ordinary way and they gave Him vinegar...; but it was not for that thirst; it was for our love, our affection, that 
intimate attachment to Him, and that sharing of His passion.” In prayer, I invite you to hear Jesus saying to you: “I thirst.” Imagine Jesus 
saying those words personally and directly to you. We can then respond to these words by being generous with Jesus with our time, 
giving Him attention throughout our day, and spending time with Him in prayer. Mother Teresa also taught that we satiate Christ’s thirst 
by loving Him in our neighbor, those people He places in our lives, especially those in most need of our care and attention. Jesus 
thirsts for us to surrender our lives to Him, to entrust ourselves to Him. 

The other part of today’s Gospel to consider is the thirst of the Samaritan woman. She went every day to the well to draw water. Yes, 
this was a physical necessity. But again there is something deeper here. The woman had many disappointments in her life. Like all of 
us, she was thirsty for meaning in her life. She was thirsty for love. Jesus pointed out to her that she had been married five times and 
now was living with a sixth man. Her life-thirst was not being satisfied. She was unhappy. She wasn’t finding authentic love. She didn’t 
find anyone or anything to satisfy the deep longing of her heart until she met Jesus. 

Our Lord spoke to the Samaritan woman about the living water He would give, the water that would truly quench her thirst and 
become in her “a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” This is the water we all thirst for, the living water of the Holy Spirit, the 
water that satisfies our infinite thirst. Pope Francis wrote about this in these words: “Man of every time and place desires a full and 
beautiful life, just and good, a life that is not threatened by death but that can mature and grow to fullness. Man is like a traveler who, 
crossing the deserts of life, thirsts for the living water: gushing and fresh, capable of quenching his deep desire for light, love, beauty, 
and peace. We all feel this desire! And Jesus gives us this living water: He is the Holy Spirit, who proceeds from the Father and whom 
Jesus pours out into our hearts. “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly,’ Jesus tells us.” Lent is a time for us to quench 
our thirst, to rediscover the meaning of our life in Christ. It is a special time to encounter Jesus like the Samaritan woman at the well, 
and to be transformed by our encounter with Jesus, like she was. The Lord wants to give us living water. This is why He came to earth, 
that we might have life and have it abundantly. Sin is an obstacle to that full life in Christ, so we have this time of Lent for our deeper 
conversion to the Lord. 

The Church invites us to drink from the living waters of the Holy Spirit. Then, like the Samaritan woman, we are no longer thirsty. In 
fact, we are transformed into missionary disciples, who go forth to bring the Good News to others, like the Samaritan woman did and 
like Mother Teresa did, going forth then to spread the love of Christ and satiate His thirst for the salvation of souls.

— Article Credit: St Rafka Parish

Reflection



   
Want to Advertise Your Business? 

  

 Contact Nisreen Mouammar to set up  
your advertisement today!  

  

nisreen.mouammar@gmail.com
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Northwest Diamonds & Jewelry 
  

  
 

Wady Kaldawi 
(503) 222-5571 
(503) 222-1344 FAX

534 SW 3rd # 216 
Portland, OR 97204 

wady@northwestdiamond.com

  
   

  

  
          
  

Sales - Service 
Maintenance 
Supplies

Gus & Eva Bekahi

12227 SE Stark St 
Portland, OR 97233 
 

Printers, Fax Machines, Copiers, 

(503) 255-1617 
FAX (503) 255-1626

Gibran N Zogbi
Agent

2925 SE 73rd Avenue
Hillsboro, OR, 97213
Bus 503-649-9514 Fax 503-649-1612
gibran.zogbi.qdmq@statefarm.com
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